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which whether it be true or falser is very unseasonably
advanced, considering the weight such an opinion must
have with the vulgar, if they once thoroughly believe it.
Neither is it at all improbable, that the Pretender himself
puts his chief hopes in the friendship he expects from the
Dissenters and Whigs, by his choice to invade the kingdom
when the latter were most in credit: and he had reason to
count upon the former, from the gracious treatment they re-
ceived from his supposed father, and their joyful acceptance
of it. But further, what could be more consistent with the
Whiggish notion of a revolution-principle, than to bring in
the Pretender ? A revolution-principle, as their writings and
discourses have taught us to define it, is a principle per-
petually disposing men to revolutions: and this is suitable
to the famous saying of a great Whig, " That the more
revolutions the better"; which how odd a maxim soever in
appearance, I take to be the true characteristic of the party.

A dog loves to turn round often ; yet after certain revolu-
tions, he lies down to rest: but heads, under the dominion
of the moon, are for perpetual changes, and perpetual
resolutions : besides, the Whigs owe all their wealth to wars
and revolutions; like the girl at Bartholomew-fair, who gets
a penny by turning round a hundred times, with swords in
her hands.1

To conclude, the Whigs have a natural faculty of bringing
in pretenders, and will therefore probably endeavour to bring
in the great one at last: How many pretenders to wit, honour,
nobility, politics, have they brought in these last twenty years ?
In short, they have been sometimes able to procure a majority
of pretenders in Parliament \ and wanted nothing to render
the work complete, except a Pretender at their head.

northward, with the Pretender on board." The same epithet is em-
ployed in the Addresses by the two Houses in reply to this speech.

It was currently reported that he was not a son of James II. and
Queen Mary. Several pamphlets were written by ** W. Fuller," to
prove that he was the son of a gentlewoman named Grey, who was
brought to England from Ireland in 1688 by the Countess of Tyrconnel.
See also note on p. 409 of vol. v. of present edition. [T. S. ]

1 An exhibition described at length in Ward's ** London Spy." ^The
wonder and dexterity of the feat consisted in the damsel sustaining a
number of drawn swords upright upon her hands, shoulders, and neck,
and turning round so nimbly as to make the spectators giddy. [S.]